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The prodigal son represents the
person who is not satisfied with
his life. His house was quiet, but
he was a grumbling man; This is
what destroys man. We note that
the first miracle performed by the
Lord Christ was the establishment
of a house, and Christ is the only
one who establishes every house
through the sacrament of marriage, in
which comes the newlyweds at the end
and kneel in front of the temple. Let's make
a comparison between the characteristics
of the home in which God dwells and the
other in which God does not exist:

+ Features of the home in which
God dwells:

1- - Built by God himself and dwells
in it through prayers: God is the one who
establishes the house and is present in it
through liturgical and individual prayers,
and then through the children, and
sacrifices of righteousness are offered in
it. This house has a place for prayer and
icons of the saints like the days of the
Corona pandemic when all the houses
prepared dedicated places for prayer.

2- God takes care of it: Because God
is the Pantokrator and the leader of this
small family, as long as this family lives
in his fear. Therefore, everything happens
is through God’s arrangement, and God
may send you a message through a child
in Sunday schools or through your son or
daughter and may be through Bible.

3- Satisfaction and satiety in the
holy times: this is well noticed in the
story of Moses and how God took care of
him. How he learned from the etiquette
of the Egyptians and was raised by the
Pharaoh’s daughter. His life indeed
displays the God’s presence in man’s life
taking care of him in among his distresses.
Today, the world is trying to distract the
minds from the power and the capability
of prayer, through wars and annoying
news, but remember Daniel and he is in
the captivity, he prayed and gave thanks
to his God “Now when Daniel learned
that the decree had been published, he
went home to his upstairs room where
the windows opened toward Jerusalem.
Three times a day he got down on his
knees and prayed, giving thanks to
his God, just as he had done before”™,
We have also the story of moving the
Mokattam mountains through prayer.

4- God showers his bless on it: If the
prodigal son saw the amount of satisfaction
and fulfillment in which he was living, he
would not have left his father's house.
But his view was a materialistic one. In
the home in which God is present, we
find God’s voice, a real life of discipleship
among its members, the sound of the
beautiful melody and the sound of praise,
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and discussions in verses from the Bible.
All of these makes home like heaven, and
they teach their children to do so.

The prodigal son presented a distort-
ed picture because the person who is not
satisfied with his home, he looks for sati-
ety outside, even for food!

Features of the home in which God
doesn’t exist (The reverse image):

1- Cold as prison: this what the
prodigal son felt about his home.
Therefore, he asked for his inheritance
share to enjoy it with his friends in an
atmosphere of freedom. This is the fight
that any man could face in which his home
turns into a prison and looks for outside
freedom. Absalom in the Old Testament
says: “If only | were appointed judge
in the land! Then everyone who has a
complaint or case could come to me and |
would see that they receive justice”.® He
wanted to take the position of his father,
and he made a revolution against him,
and the end was terrifying. The person
who says, “I am the eldest in the house
and my word is the one that is executed”
and the house in which there is emptiness
and coldness is like the prodigal son who
loves money. As the one who loves money
loves evil because “For the love of money
is aroot of all kinds of evil"®,

2- Devoid of Love and looks for the
appearance instead of the core inside.

3- Complaining about
dissatisfaction: complaining sometimes
from the children or form the wife. We all
know Eli the priest, and how his children
have perverted. We also remember the
foolish Nabal and his wife Abigail, when
Nabal refused to give David some of the
good that he has, a house that does not
know fullness. We all love the verse that
says, “ One who is full loathes honey from
the comb”®. Without God, we do not feel
full or loved, and the house is always arid.

4- Home Relationships are dry and
devoid of cordiality: like Joseph and
his brothers who sold him. The prodigal
son fell into the trap and his friends began
to distort the image of his father in his
mind, making him think that he would
have life outside. Likely, the state of sin,
which shines at first and then its reality
appears. After that, bible says about him
that he was hungry and began to eat

(1) Daniel 6:10. @ 2 Sameul 15:4.

()1 Timothy 6:10.

) Proverbs 27:7.

() Proverbs 15:1.

pig food, but he returned quickly
discovering that the home is the
freedom and outside it a prison and
not the other way around, coming
back presenting a good model for
repentance.

Meeting God at home and with family

In conclusion, | would like to tell
you: “How do we meet with our Lord
inside home?” Via:

5- The weakest individual in the
family: the family may consist of five
members, in which one may have physical
or mental weakness. It is possible to meet
through this weak person. God may send
you messages through him, like the son
of Jonathan who was disabled.

6- A soul broken by time: Itis possible
to meet our Lord from home when there
is a soul, or a person broken by time.
Sometimes a person is broken because
of the changes of time, like Naomi, the
mother-in-law of Ruth, who lost her
husband and two sons. Imagine how hard
it could be. So, God sent her, Ruth, who
was associated with her and decided to
live with her until her death. Nowadays,
my brothers, because of the noisy life,
we do not feel these weak people, and
such people are hypersensitive and shy.
Through these people, God sends you
messages. Pray for him constantly and
experience the power of prayer in him
so that he changes, and God forces his
breaks.

7- Implementation of the
commandment: “A gentle answer turns
away wrath”®. The house could have
angry people that set the house on fire.
There is a nice phrase that one of the
writers said: “My mother taught me that a
skilled cook is the one who knows exactly
when to put out fire.” Some people are
like doves of peace,, through whom God
speaks in the house. They know how to
put out a fire with beautiful words.

8- The caring merciful eye: It is
important for a person to have a caring
eye because all eyes and hearts became
cruel. Western cruelty and in every way,
like the eldest son who did not rejoice at
the return of his prodigal brother. A caring
or gentle eye knows how to extinguish the
fire of anger.

When God is dwells in home, it would
shine with beauty, not with its furniture
and so on, but with what it contains of
love, and with the presence of Christ. Let
our lives and homes be dedicated to God
to meet there.
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